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THE WORD OF GOD 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 9     -     Not here for high and holy things                 

1.  Not here for high and holy things 
we render thanks to thee, 
but for the common things of earth, 
the purple pageantry 
of dawning and of dying days, 
the splendor of the sea, 

 

2.  the royal robes of autumn moors, 
the golden gates of spring, 
the velvet of soft summer nights, 
the silver glistering 
of all the million million stars, 
the silent song they sing, 

3. of faith and hope and love undimmed, 
undying still through death, 
the resurrection of the world, 
what time there comes the breath 
of dawn that rustles through the trees, 
and that clear voice that saith: 

 

6. to give and give, and give again, 
what God hath given thee; 
to spend thyself nor count the cost; 
to serve right gloriously 
the God who gave all worlds that are, 
and all that are to be. 

 
WELCOME AND ACCLAMATION                         BCP 323 

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
      And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, 
and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
GLORIA              Hymn # S-280 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.   
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 
 And with thy spirit. 

 Let us pray. 

Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant that we may in 
such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them; that, by patience and comfort of thy 
holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which thou hast 
given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE LESSONS   

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF JUDGES                                                                                                                                            Judges 4:1-7 

The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, after Ehud died. So the Lord sold 
them into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; the commander of his army 
was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-ha-goiim. Then the Israelites cried out to the Lord for help; for 
he had nine hundred chariots of iron, and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly twenty years. 

At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. She used to sit under 
the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and the Israelites 
came up to her for judgment. She sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in 
Naphtali, and said to him, “The Lord, the God of Israel, commands you, ‘Go, take position at Mount 
Tabor, bringing ten thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun. I will draw out 
Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you by the Wadi Kishon with his chariots and his 
troops; and I will give him into your hand.’” 

The Word of the Lord. 
     Thanks be to God. 

 
THE PSALM                                                Psalm 123 

To you I lift up my eyes, * 
to you enthroned in the heavens. 

As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, * 
and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress, 

So our eyes look to the Lord our God, * 
until he show us his mercy. 

Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy, * 
for we have had more than enough of contempt, 

Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, * 
and of the derision of the proud. 
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A READING FROM ST. PAUL’S FIRST LETTER TO THE THESSALONIANS                                                                     1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything 
written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in 
the night. When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon 
them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, 
are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light and 
children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others 
do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are 
drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the 
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not 
for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that 
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore encourage one another and 
build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 

The Word of the Lord. 
     Thanks be to God. 

 
SEQUENCE HYMN 541     -     Come, labor on                                               
    

1.  Come, labor on. 
Who dares stand idle on the harvest plain, 
while all around us waves the golden grain? 
And to each servant does the Master say, 
‘Go work today.’ 

 

2.  Come, labor on. 
The enemy is watching night and day, 
to sow the tares, to snatch the seed away; 
while we in sleep our duty have forgot, 
he slumbered not. 

 

3.  Come, labor on. 
Away with gloomy doubts and faithless fear! 
No arm so weak but may do service here: 
by feeblest agents may our God fulfill 
his righteous will. 

4.  Come, labor on. 
Claim the high calling angels cannot share— 
to young and old the Gospel gladness bear: 
redeem the time; its hours too swiftly fly. 
The night draws nigh. 

 

5.  Come, labor on. 
No time for rest, till glows the western sky, 
till the long shadows o’er our pathway lie, 
and a glad sound comes with the setting sun, 
‘Servants, well done.’ 
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THE GOSPEL                                         Matthew 25:14-30 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew                                         
    Glory be to thee, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property 
to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his 
ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded 
with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made 
two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the 
ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled 
accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five 
more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more 
talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been 
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 
master.’ And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to 
me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many 
things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had received the one talent also came 
forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and 
gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the 
ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, 
did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to 
have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my 
own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to 
all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have 
nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the 
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to thee, Lord Christ. 

 
SERMON     -     Fr. Ralph 
 
THE NICENE CREED (standing)                         BCP 326 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
    begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.   
    Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
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 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
    and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
    he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,   
    and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.   
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,   
    and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                 Form VI, BCP 392 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Michael our Presiding Bishop; Andy, Jeff, Kai, and Héctor our Bishops; Ralph and Jeremy our Priests; 
and Nancy our Deacon; and for all bishops and other ministers; 

For all who serve God in his Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially                      ;      
Hear us, Lord; 

For your mercy is great. 
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We pray for all who have died, especially                      , that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
Silence - The People may add their own petitions 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you. 

The following prayers are for our Curate, The Reverend Jeremy Bradley, whose final service with us is 
today, Sunday, November 19, 2023. He takes up a new post beginning December 1 as Rector of St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church, Fort Bend. Today’s service is also a celebration of our time with Rev. Jeremy, Lauren, 
and Jonah as we send them with our love and blessings on their journey to a new church.  

Prayers for a Priest: 

Eternal God, endings can be hard, and it hurts to say goodbye to those that we have grown to love and 
whom we have embraced as part of our Calvary family. But we thank you for the time and the life that 
they shared with us, for how they changed us and how we changed them. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Father God, we thank you for Jeremy. For his sense of humor and his compassionate heart of service. 
The fun young adult gatherings, the school chapel services, the listening ear. His heart for outreach and 
his energy. His gifts of caring for others, teaching, and preaching. The gift of his family. For the spirituality 
and humanity inextricably bound up together in one person. We see the Christ in him as he sees the 
Christ in us. And we thank you. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We ask for your blessing as Jeremy moves from here to there, from this challenge to the next. Bless his 
wit and his wisdom. Give him insight and patience. Help him to know when to speak and when to listen. 
When to lead and when to be led. May he recognize his strengths and realize when he needs help. Guide 
him to fulfil his calling and help him to enable others to see and fulfil theirs. May he encourage others 
and yet be gracious enough to take guidance. To know when to laugh and when to cry. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Help Jeremy to know when to be the starting point, when to inform, and when to motivate. But help 
him, too, to see what you have already set in motion at St. Mark’s, to discern traces of your grace and 
the history of love, to appreciate what you are in the process of doing there, where you have taken the 
initiative and been decisive. You have long beforehand been with the souls whom he will now care for 
as his flock. Above all, help Jeremy to understand your heart and your passion for all those whom he has 
now been called to serve. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We wrap Jeremy, Lauren, and Jonah in prayer, spinning a deep softness of gratitude to God around all 
our thoughts. 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved thee with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of thy Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in thy will, and walk in thy ways, to the glory 
of thy Name.  Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to all 
those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and 
deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
 
 
 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
THE OFFERTORY HYMN 574    -     Before thy throne, O God, we kneel 
        

1.  Before thy throne, O God, we kneel: 
give us a conscience quick to feel, 
a ready mind to understand 
the meaning of thy chastening hand; 
whate’er the pain and shame may be, 
bring us, O Father, nearer thee. 

 
2. Search out our hearts and make us true; 

help us to give to all their due. 
From love of pleasure, lust of gold, 
from sins which make the heart grow cold, 
wean us and train us with thy rod; 
teach us to know our faults, O God. 

 
 

3. For sins of heedless word and deed, 
for pride ambitious to succeed, 
for crafty trade and subtle snare 
to catch the simple unaware, 
for lives bereft of purpose high, 
forgive, forgive, O Lord, we cry. 

 
4. Let the fierce fires which burn and try, 

our inmost spirits purify: 
consume the ill; purge out the shame; 
O God, be with us in the flame; 
a new-born people may we rise, 
more pure, more true, more nobly wise. 
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THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                              BCP 333 

The Lord be with you. 
 And with thy spirit. 
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
 It is meet and right so to do. 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks 
unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. (the priest adds a Proper Preface) 

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy 
glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and singing, 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,                                                                              Hymn # S-130 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give 
thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, by his 
one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, 
for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a 
perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.” 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for many, for the 
remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine Majesty, with these 
thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having 
in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same. 
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And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness, 
vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread and 
wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in 
remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood. 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus 
Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and 
all other benefits of his passion. 

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, 
holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others who shall be 
partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son 
Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and made one body with him, that he 
may dwell in us, and we in him. 

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet we 
beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our 
offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father 
Almighty, world without end. Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in 
thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. 
But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so 
to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, 
and he in us. Amen. 
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These are the Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
 

 
If you have a special prayer need, step into the side chapel after you receive communion,  

and a member of the Prayer Team will pray with you. 
 

COMMUNION ANTHEM     -     O Light, Whose Beams Illumine All (Dmitri S. Bortniansky arr. Rob Roy Peery)          

O Light, whose beams illumine all from twilight dawn to perfect day, 
Shine Thou before the shadows fall that lead our wand’ring feet astray; 
At morn and eve Thy radiance pour, That youth may love and age, and age adore. 
 

O Truth, before whose shrine we bow, Thou priceless pearl for all who seek 
To Thee own earliest strength we vow, Thy love will bless the pure and meek; 
or mists beguile our sight, turn Thou, O Lord, our darkness into light. 
 

O life, the well that ever flows, to slake the thirst of those who faint, 
Thy pow’r what seraph knows? Thy joy supreme what words can paint? 
In earth’s last hour of fleeting breath, be Thou our victor, victor over death. 
 

 

COMMUNION HYMN 331    -     Now, my tongue the mystery telling  
          
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray.  
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy 
mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members 
incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, 
through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist 
us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast 
prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all 
honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and 
love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen. (these words may differ from 
time to time) 
 

  

Gluten Free hosts are available for communion. 
Please make yourself known to the priest at the altar rail. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 561     -     Stand up, stand up for Jesus 
                                         

1.  Stand up, stand up, for Jesus, 
ye soldiers of the cross; 
lift high his royal banner, 
it must not suffer loss: 
from victory unto victory 
his army shall be lead, 
till every foe is vanquished 
and Christ is Lord indeed. 

 
2. Stand up, stand up, for Jesus; 

the trumpet call obey; 
forth to the mighty conflict 
in this his glorious day: 
ye that are his now serve him 
against unnumbered foes; 
let courage rise with danger, 
and strength to strength oppose. 

3. Stand up, stand up, for Jesus; 
stand in this strength alone; 
the arm of flesh will fail you, 
ye dare not trust your own: 
put on the Gospel armor, 
and watching unto prayer, 
when duty calls, or danger, 
be never wanting there. 

 
4. Stand up, stand up, for Jesus: 

the strife will not be long: 
this day, the noise of battle; 
the next, the victor’s song. 
To valiant hearts triumphant, 
a crown of life shall be; 
they with the King of glory 
shall reign eternally. 

 
THE DISMISSAL 

Alleluia, Alleluia. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. (these words may differ from time to time) 
 Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us in the Parish Hall after the service for a reception for Rev. Jeremy, Lauren & Jonah. 
 

 
   
 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by 
Jeremy, Lauren, and Jonah Bradley in thanksgiving for our Calvary Family 

 
   

Please Sign Up To Donate Flowers  
Enhance Our Worship + Thank God + Remember A Loved One 
The notebook to sign up for flower offerings is in the Narthex. 

Please stop by and sign up or contact the church office. The cost is $50, to be paid in advance. 
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